
City of Belton – Parks Board 
Meeting Minutes 

Harris Community Center, Simpson Room 
401 N. Alexander Street 

Belton, TX 
Monday, December 2, 2013 – 5:30 pm 

 
 
A meeting of the City of Belton Parks Board was held on Monday, December 2, 2013, in the Simpson 
Room at the Harris Community Center.  Attending the meeting were Parks Board members Diane Ring, 
T.R. McLaughlin and Chair Josh Pearson.   City Staff in attendance included Recreation & Events 
Director Sandy Slade, Recreation Coordinator Matt Bates, and Parks maintenance staff member Tony 
Rose. 
 

1. Call to Order.  
Chair Josh Pearson called the meeting to order at 5:45 p.m. 
 

2. Public Comments. 

There were no public comments. 

 

3. Consider minutes from the August 5, 2013, Parks Board meeting. 

Mrs. Ring made a motion to approve the minutes and Mr. McLaughlin seconded.  The motion was 

approved unanimously, 3-0. 

 

4. Receive a Boy Scouts Eagle Project plan from Josiah Guthrie for consideration in a City of 

Belton Park area. 

Mr. Josiah Guthrie gave an overview of his plan to build a version of a pocket park in the Harris 

Community Park area, along the Nolan Creek Hike and Bike Trail.  The details of the proposed 

project include the following: 

 Asphalt millings with a trim border made of limestone 

 A block bench will be 20” wide x 22” tall x 44” long and 1900 lbs. 

 The City has agreed to supply the concrete under the block bench 

Josiah recognized and thanked his uncle and cousin, who were instrumental in support for his 

achievements.   

 

Further conversation took place regarding some of details of the project.  Mrs. Ring asked that 

the verse proposed be reviewed by the City Attorney for approval.   

 

Mr. Pearson said that the scripture would need to be subject to the City Attorney approval and 

asked for a motion as purposed.  Mrs. Ring made that motion, Mr. McLaughlin seconded and the 

motion passed unanimously with the stipulation, 3-0. 

 

5. Receive an end-of-season soccer report from Lonestar Soccer Club Central Texas 

Representative Raymond Ceniceros. 

Mr. Ceniceros gave an overview of the main report information based on the program played in 

Belton.  He indicated that they have steady out at 13 teams and anticipate the same for spring 

2014.   

 

Mr. Ceniceros informed the Board that the Lonestar organization in Austin went up on their 

prices.  He said they had some problems with people driving on the fields and it ended up with a 

cancellation of two games because of the damage.   

 

Mr. Ceniceros said that there are no capital improvements at this time other than lights. 



Mr. Pearson asked if the change in the referee fees affected much.  Mr. Ceniceros said that it will 

work out better with the pay up front and billing process with the organization out of the Fort Hood 

area, making it easier.   

 

Further description of who plays in Belton occurred with an understanding that the report is based 

on those in Belton only. 

 

6. Receive an end-of-season soccer report from Chad Doyle, Coordinator of Sports for 

Belton Christian Youth Center. 

This item was tabled to the next meeting, Monday, January 6, 2014. 

 

7. Receive an end-of-season fall softball report from Belton Youth Softball Association 

President Tommy Parker. 

Mr. Parker said that the season was crazy because of the rain.  There were several games 

canceled because of the inclement weather.  He said he had some issues with unruly 

participants.  

 

Mr. Pearson asked about player numbers with Mr. Parker saying they had to send T-ball over to 

Temple because there were not enough teams to make the division in Belton. 

 

Mr. Pearson asked about the request for the stud replacement to hold the bases in place and 

Mrs. Ring asked if our Parks department would handle.  Over an extensive conversation with the 

Board, Mr. Parker, and Mr. Rose; the City will look into a logical solution for repair.  Mr. Parker 

said that the Association does have concrete available in storage for use in repair.   

 

8. Receive an end-of-season fall baseball report from Belton Youth Baseball Association 

President Tia McKee. 

Mrs. McKee said that the season went well with 15 additional teams for fall and anticipates even 

further growth next year.   

 

Mrs. McKee said that there are electrical problems at the mounds for plugging in the machine, for 

machine pitch and need to be investigated by the City. 

 

Mrs. Ring commented on the number of youth residing outside of the City limits.  Mrs. McKee 

said that the majority of the new older division came from out-of-towners. 

 

9. Review construction plan and receive an update for the additional baseball field at 

Heritage Park, as it relates to the partnering cost-share from Belton Youth Baseball 

Association. 

Mrs. Slade gave an overview to the Board on the history of the request for a fifth baseball field.   

 

Mr. Marc Sheppard, representative of BYBA, told the Board of a grant received by the Texas 

Rangers baseball team in the amount of $5K to assist in the build of the project.  Mr. Sheppard 

said that the Texas Rangers wanted to do a public display of the grant award; however, have 

elected now to downsize the event to a quick photo opportunity at the beginning of sign-ups. 

 

Mrs. Slade said that the build timeline could decrease with an overlap of some items that could be 

done simultaneously.  Mr. McLaughlin asked if parking would be added and Mrs. Slade confirmed 

that 50 spaces would be placed in the park to handle the new feature. 

 



10. Receive an update from Grants and Special Projects Coordinator Aaron Harris on the 

Nolan Creek Recreational Improvement Project and the Nolan Creek Hike and Bike Trail 

Extension. 

Mr. Aaron Harris gave the Board an overview of the each part of the agenda item.  He informed 

the Board that the work for the expansion of the Hike and Bike Trail would begin to occur this 

week.  The grant for this trail was a little over $2M, including a pony bridge which will contain and 

overlook. 

 

Mr. Harris continued to discuss the elements of the trail extension.  The path for the trail was 

described as a continuation from Sparks to 9th (future Martin Luther King Jr.) and out to Loop 121, 

which is another grant funded project. 

 

Mr. Harris told the Board of the obstacles that we have tackled to ensure that the Nolan Creek 

Recreational Improvement Project begins construction next spring/summer in 2014.  He indicated 

that the 95% completion on the design would be done this week of the meeting and that Staff 

would be meeting with the consultant from Colorado. 

 

Further discussion occurred regarding the need of the mussel surveys and water quality study, 

which have been a part of the process and now complete.  Mr. Harris informed the Board that the 

water quality study indicated slight contamination; however, Belton area is not affected adversely, 

and is not contaminated where we are located. 

 

11. Board and/or Staff Comments. 

Mrs. Slade informed the Board about the disc golf 9-hole the next Saturday, with registration 

beginning at 6:00 p.m.  She also told the Board about Christmas on the Chisholm Trail and Movie 

in the Park on December 14th.  Mrs. Slade said that the Rainbow Trout Drop is also on for 

December 20th. 

 

Mrs. Slade told the Board that the City is working with the Belton Independent School District for 

exclusive use of a gym for adult programming after 5:00 p.m. through the week.  She said there 

will be more to come with the progress through meetings. 

 

Additionally, Mrs. Slade said that the Lions Club of Belton is working towards getting further 

support for the special needs playground and have given the club information on a vendor that 

the City uses to help further the process. 

 

12. Adjourn. 

Mrs. Ring made a motion to adjourn, with Mr. McLaughlin seconding.  The motion was approved 

unanimously, 3-0. 

 


